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PAPERS OF THE SECOKD COUNCIL OF SAFETY 

OF TEE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY IN SOUTH 

CAROLINA, NOVEMBER 1775-MARCH 1776. 

[Continued from the January number.] 
[13.] 

[lord WILLIAM CAMPBELL TO GENERAL GAGE.^"] 

Addressed : On his Majy^ Service 

To 

His Excellency Gen^ Gage 

Commander in Chief of his Majy'» 
Forces in N. America &c*&c? 
Boston 



Sir 



Tamer in Rebelion Road 20*1^ SepT 1775 



1 did mjself the Honor to write to your Excellency by 
the only two opportnnities that offer'd since my arrival in this 

20 " The President laid before the Oounoil a packet from the delegates 
of this colony in the Continental Congress, received by express, and 
dated Philadelphia, 2d Jan'y, 1776, inclosing copies of the following 
intercepted letters : 

From Lord Will. Campbell, Governor of (his Colony, to General 
Gage, 36th Sept., 1775."— Journal of Council of Safety, Feb. 3, 1776, 
Collections of the South Carolina Historical Society, Vol. 3, p. 346. 
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Province Cap* Tallimache & M": Logie and was in hopes 
His Maj?t Service to the Nortliward, would have permitted 
some Utile attention to have been paid to the Southern Prov- 
inces. I have now only to acquaint your Excellency that this 
Province has for some time been in a state of open Rebellion, 
and after undergoing many mortifications, & insults I was at 
last obleiged a few days ago to take refuge on board the 
Tamer, and leave the Officers of the Crown desarm'd, & 
confin'd to Charles Town The Bearer of this M? Kirkland 
was a Lieu* of Malitia in the back parts of this Country, ^^ I 
know him to be a Man who has great influence there & by 
his attachment to Government he has I fear sacrificd his all, he 
has acquainted me with the Particulars of the Plan he means 
to communicate to your Excellency & I am convinced if the 
execution is not delayed too long he may be made very useful 
in this and the neighbouring Provinces Georgia and N? Caro- 
lina I have the Honor to bo with great regard 

Sir 

Your Excellency's Most Obe* 
His Excellency & most Humble Servant 

General Gage &c &c &c AVilliam Campbell 

Copy from the original 

Cha^ Tiiomson Sec^ 

of Congress ^ 

Endorsed hy Thomson : Copy of a ter from 
L"! W. Campbell to 
Gage — 

■ , , : 

21 Moses Kirkland had been prior to -Tune, 1775, lientenant-eolonel 
of the regiment of Provincial militia in the lower fork of Broad and 
Salnda rivers. In June, 1775, he was elected by the Provincial Con- 
gress a captain in the regiment of Eangers raised by the revoluti'->nists 
of South Carolina and served for one month, taking part with his 
company in the capture of Fort Charlotte, July 12, 1775. Two weeks 
later he resigned and immediately went over to the British. 

22 There are two copies of this letter in the Society's collection; both 
sent by Congress at this time. 
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Endorsed by Henry Laurens .- Lord W? Campbell 20*'! 

Septem 1775 to Gen Gage 
RecdS^fifebry 1776. 

[14.] 

[HENEY LAURENS TO CAPT. SIMON TUFTS.] 

Charles Town 5«' ffebruary 1776 

Sir— 

Your long absence together with your silence which we 
cannot reconcile with your usual attention to business occa- 
sions some apprehensions for your safety — especially as 
we are told that a Man of War & a Schooner Tender have 
been seen cruising off the southern Inlets within five days 
past & particularly were seen yesterday — 
We send this Canoe as well to bring us intelligence of your 
situation & safety as to take on board the Gun powder 
intended for the Battery on Sullivant's Island which we desire 
you will cause to be packed in one or two tight Hogsds. 
which the bearer hereof will take with him for that purpose 
& send it in the Canoe We also desire that you will use 
every means in your power to conduct the Defence & the 
Schooner Hawke safely into this Harbour, if you perceive or 
apprehend danger on the Coast come opposite to New Cut 
or Wappoo, employ proper Vessels lighten the Defence & 
come through without delay — We further desire you will 
attend to any Vessels [ ] ^^ of intention to load 

in any of the Inlets without proper permits from this Board 
which you will carefully inspect to avoid imposition by 
Counterfeits 

By order of the Council of 
Safety- 

23 Several words undecipherable. 
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[THOMAS FARE, JR., TO HENEY LAUEENS.] 

Addressed: The Honble 

Henry Laurens Esquire 



Dear Sir. 

Major Hicks, the third Officer of Col? Povrell's 
Regiment, has call'd upon me this afternoon, with a vorj 
confused Account, for the Pay due to the several Companies 
of Powell's Eegiment, who came to Town; I do not know 
with certainty that I am authorized to Audit those Account, 
not having received a copy of any resolutions of the Council 
of Safety or General Congress relative thereto; besides there 
are Charges in those Accounts for expences of Horses, which 
I should think, if the paying the Officers and Men came 
under my Department, I should receive particular Instiuetiou 
about the expences of Horses; therefore as I am really at a 
loss to know bow to act, 1 beg leave to entreat the favor of 
you Sir, either to give me your advice in the matter, or will 
cause me to be served with a Copy of the Resolutions, of the 
Council of Safety or General Congress on that subject, that 
I may have a guide to act by, and a justification of my eon- 
duct for so doing : 

The Bearer will bring you a Rump of good Beef which I 
beg your acceptance of — With all due deference and 
respect — 1 am — 

Your most, obed* Serl 
Tho?, Parr junt; 

Endorsed: Tho Parr Esquire Thursday Evening. 

8 Feby 1776 
A Qs? verbally 9t* 
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[16.] 

[hENBY^ LAUKENS TO GEORGIA AUTHOEITIES.] 

Oliarles Town So Carolina 
13«i ffebry 1776. 

Gentlemen 

Your favour of the 1?' Ins* did not reach us till 
the 9**4 W e have ^iven the proper Orders to Collonel Gadsden, 
for effectually removing the cause of your complaint of 
recruits being inlisted in t^he Town of Savanna & we shall 
tomorrow repeat the same Orders to Capt Drayton & other 
Commanders in our naval branch — you may be assured that 
every thing in our power will be done for promoting the 
happiness ot both Colonie. 

We Siiall make a more minute enquiry into tlie charge agai?ist 
Ml' Panton & advise you in our next — 

The provincial Council alarmed by a report of some 2 or 3. 
Thousand men taking Arms in Guilford County with a design 
to join Governor Martin have made a further application to 
us for Gun powder we have added 300''' to the quantity 
iately sent them — MT Galphin has also pressingly wrote for a 
quantity for keeping the Indians quiet in consequence of which 
we have resolved to reserve 10001'^ for that purpose — these 
repeated demands keep us in a State of poverty notwithstand- 
ing we haVe lately acquired about 4000 ^^ by Importation. 

Colonel Gadsden lately coming from Philadelphia in 
one of our Pilot Boats was driven on Shoar on the Coast of 
North Carolina by a Schooner tender to a Man of War in the 
offing supposed to have been the Syren himself his eldest 
gon the Master of the Boat & all the Crew escaped with all 
papers of consequence & many other articles but the Boat 
vfas hove off by the Enemy & carried to Sea Col? Gadsden 
brought with him a pamphlet lately published iu Philadelphia 
& which has already gone through three Editions, a Copy of 
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which "Common Sense", yoa will receive by this conveyance 
& that Gentleman begs your acceptance of it. — 

By order of the Council 
of Safety 
Archd Bullock Esq? 
for the Provincial Congress 
or Council of Safety at 
Savanna 

[hENBY LAURENS TO GEOEGE GALPHIN.] 

Charles Town 14*^ ffebry 1776. 

Sir 

We have received & fully considered the Contents of 

your Letter of the 7* The Several matters treated of, 

appeared to be of Such importance as to require the determina- 
tion of the provincial Congress now sitting for the dispatch 
of business; the (Jongress after long debates seemed to be 
unanimous in opinion that no power less than that of the 
Continental Representatives at Philadelpia could relieve us in 
the articles of Exportation & Importation be our distress 
never so great, & then referred your Letter back to this 

Board. 

We have resolved to hold lOOQii' Gun powder ready for your' 
order or the order of the Indian Commissioner which we 
hope with such Goods as you have & the additional article of 
Rum will enable you to keep the Indians in our friendship 
for some time longer in the meantime your Board of Com- 
missioners may lay before the Continental Congress the pecu- 
liar circumstances of our Indian conexions & nothing shall be 
wanting in our power for obtaining Blankets & more powder 
from the foreign West Indies. 

We beg you will not entertain a thought of resigning your 
Commission because of any present difficulties which you 
may have to encounter, we have all hard struggles & uphill 
work to go tlirough nor could we when we entered into our 
present unavoidable contest have expected less, but we hope 
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the day is approaching when the liglit of Liberty will again 
Shine upon us & when we shall be at leisure to sit down rest 
from our fatigues & amply repair the injuries done to our 

Estates. 

We Should be glad to know immediately when MY Stuart 
began or is to l)egin his journey for West Florida & whether 

by Land or Water 

Your Sever^ Bills on us Shall be duly paid 



By order of the Council 
of Safety 
George Galphiu Esquire 

Endorsed: Copies 13th & 14 ffebry 1776. 
To A. Bullock & 
George Galphin 

[17.] 

[heney lauebns to peovinciai. council of noeth caeolina.] 

Charles Town So. Carolina li^^ ffebry 

1776. 
Gentlemen 

We refer to our last under the 30*> Ult? by 
the Constitutional post when we advised you of our circum- 
stances in the article of Gun powder that we had notwith- 
standing our poverty ordered lOOOl'' for your Colony, viz* 700 
from George Town to your particular order & 3001*' from 
Camden for Salisbury under the direction of Waightstill 
Avery Esquire, Since which, we have acquired a small addi- 
tion by Importation, but demands upon us have also been 
made in proportion — a Letter from Geo Galphin ]*]squire 
informs us that without the article of Gun powder it will be 
impossible to keep the Indians quiet & that unless he is Sup- 
plied he must & would resign his Commission — the distant 
threat of au Indian War roused our friends from the 
Western frontier now Sitting in Congress, these declared the 
defenceless State of the Colony in those parts where they 
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reside we found it necessary to Resolve that at least ICOOl'' 
Should be reserved for tlie Indian Commissioners & a Suffi- 
cient quantity for the interior parts of the Country to be 
deposited in a Magazine oat of Charles Town — while we were 
debating on these points your Letter of the Q^}^ Ins* came to 
hand 

We are extremely Sorry to learn that you are in any danger 
of beina; disturbed by Such formidable opposition as you have 
described from your own people & equally concerned that it 
is not in our power to add more than 3001'^ Gun powder to 
the quantity above mentioned — so much more we have desired 
the Committee at George Town to forward or deliver to your 
Order — we flatter ourselves with hopes that this will be more 
than Sufficient for the purpose of repelling the Guilford 
Men — Colonel Gadsden who is just arrived from Philadelphia 
informs us that about the 12^^ Ult?a certain quantity of 
powder was sent from that City for the use of your Colony 
& Colonel Thomas Polk gives as his opinion that the Tory 
party who tlirentened to join Governour Martin cannot be 
near so formidable as M^ Butler seemed to apprehend — be 
that as it may, if it was in our power we should require no 
otlier incentive for supplying you more largely, than the 
persuasion of our own minds that you will use it to good 
purposes. 

We repeat our thanks for the assistance lately received 
from your Colony — Colonel Polk has brought us accounts for 
the pay & expences of his Eegiment which we Shall order to 
be paid when Certified by Colonel Eichardson^* & so of the 
rest of cur North Carolina friends as the Accounts Shall ap- 
pear 

By order of the Council 
of Safety 

21 See Journal of Council of Safety, Collections of the South Carolina 
Historical Society, Vol. 3, p. 361. 
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[lIENKr LAUKENS TO COMMITTEE AT GEOKGE TOWN ] 

Charles Town l-i^'' flebry 1776. 
Gentlemen 

In answer to yonr favour of the V2*f^^'^''' which came 
to hand late last nigat, we approve of your determination to 
forward the 7001^® Gun powder formerly ordere<i for North 
Carolina — we desire you will add three hundred pounds more 
either by sending so much with or after the abave mentioned 
quantity, or by delivering it to the order of the provincial 
(Council for that Colony — we cannot consistently with a 
prudent forecast for the safety of this Country part witli any 
more until onr present Magazines sliall be further replenished 
& wfo hope North Carolina will not immediately want any 

further Supplies from us. 

Colonel Gadsden informs us that a quantity of powder was 
sent from Philadelphia for North Carolina about the 19^^* 
Ult? & Ool9 Thomas Polk gives as his opinion that the 
threatned Insurrection in Guilford County cannot be near so 
formidable as MT Butler apprehended at the time of sending 
his Intelligence to Wilmington 

We know not what Specie of Powder you have already sent 
bat we think now it ought to have been & that the intended 
300i*>» should be best Musket powder. 

By order of the Council 
of Safety 
Comee at George Town 

Endorsed: Copies 14*1- flebry 1776 
The Provincial Council 
of North Carolina 

& 



Comee at George Town 



23 Ibid, p. 258-359. 
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[18.] 

[henry LAUEENS to LIONEL CHALMEES.] 

Charles Town 15*1^ Febry. 1776 

Sir. 

I know not by what means your favour of the day 
before yesterday on. so important a subject as the health & 
Life of an unfortunate Lady has been two days travelling to 
Ansonburgh, I did not receive it till 3 oClock this afternoon 
when the Congress had adjourned to meet tomorrow at 10 — 
You may rest assured Sir that 1 will move the House to con- 
sider the Contents of your said Letter & to grant M?>* Stuart 
the indulgence which you think necessary for her recovery. — 
As Mr* Stuart's confinement commenced by order of the Con- 
gress so no subordinate power during the Session of (congress 
can take off or relax the orders given for her restraint for 
this reason, I forbear to make an application which would 

be fraitless to the Council of Safety 

I am 

Sir 
Your most obedient Servt 
Lionel Chalmers Esqr. 

[HBNEY LAUEENS TO GEOEGIA PEOVINCIAL C0NGEES8.] 

Charles Town U^M ffebry L776. 
Gentlemen 

We beg leave to refer you to what we have already 
written by this bearer — Your favour of the 12V^^^ reached us 
last night & we heartily thank you for the advices contained 
in it — time' will not permit us to be very particular in our 
reply & it is the less needful as three members from this 

26 See Journal of Council of Safety, Colleetiong of ttie South Carolina 
Historical Society, Vol. 3, p. 260. 
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Board ^^ will wait on you b_y order of our provincial Congress 

within forty eiglit hours after you receive this. from these 

Gentlemen you will receive repeated assurances of our Reso- 
lution to persevere in measures for our mutual defence & 
protection, we must & do expect a good deal of rough work 
from the Men of War very Soon & we also must & do 
resolve to make them Suitable returns & although we may 
Suffer many losses & be driven to great inconveniences yet we 
have no doubt of getting through & rising with advantage. 
We blush for Governor Wriglit's periidy, & could wish tha-t 
the Member of your Honourable House may be brought to 
think that it will be now no more than fair reprisal to enlarge 
a Secret for the benefit, perhaps the Salvation, of both our 
Colonies & the preservation of many Lives — 

Bj order of the Council of Safety 
Arch. Bullock Esqr. 
for the Honble. provincial Congress 
Savanna 

Endorsed: Copies 15 & 16. ffebry 
To 1776 

Lionel (-halmers & 
A. Bullock 

[19.] 

[THOMAS FAER, JE. , TO HENRY LAURENS.^] 

Addressed .- 

The Honble Henry Laurens EsqL 

Sir 

As you was pleased, the other Day, to desire that 1 
would continue to act as Commissary General for the militia, 

27 Rawlins Lowndes, James Parsons and Thomas Savage. (See jour- 
nal of the second session of the Second Provincial Congress of South 
Carolina, p. 36.) 

28 See Journal of the Council of Safety, Collections of the South Carolina 
Historical Society, Vol. 3, p. 261. 
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I agreed to do so, in expectation that 1 should be able to 
prevail on IVP Colcock to stay with me, and assist in giving 
out provisions to the Country Militia ^^; But notwithstanding 
I have taken all the pains I could in getting the best Butter, 
Beef, Pork. Bacon, Bread and Eice I was able, yet I find 
much dissatisfaction prevails among some of those men, (as 
well as with the Landlords of some of the Houses where those 
men are lodged), and there is seldom a Day passes, but, both 
M^ Colcock and myself are abused by some of those people, 
this, with the constant attendance which W Colcock and 
myself are obli2:od to give to hear the Wants and Complaints 
of the Country Militia, in order to keep them quiet; hath 
induced M"^ Colcock to give me notice that, he cannot continue 
any longer to assist in tlie Commissary's Office, without he 
was certain what Compensation the public would make him 
for given up so much of his Time; neither can I continue to 
keep the Commissary's Office longer than Monday next, as 1 
find I cannot execute it in the manner I could wish to do. 
without doing injustice to the Concerns wtiich I have 
in my Hands, by neglecting them — 1 do therefore 
entreat tlie favor of you Sir, to acquaint the Honble 
Council of Safety of my intention of discontinuing to execute 
the Office of Commissary General, after Monday next, and 
that you will do so, on the first Opportunity, that, that Honble 
Board may have Time to appoint some fit person to that 
Office, and I promise to give him all the assistance in the 
Execution of it that I can — If my continuing — Pay Master 
to the Country Militia, or any thing else that I can do to 
serve my Country, without taking up that part of my Time 
which I am in Duty bound to give up to the several Trusts I 
have in my Hands, 1 will think myself happy to have it in 
my power to do. I am most respectfully 

Sir- 
Your obedient hum Servi. 

Tho?, Farr junL 
Thursday Afternoon 

"-" See p. 76 of the January number of this magazine. 
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Endorsed .- The? Fan- 

Ib^^ ffebi^ 1776 
Answ^same Night 
Viz* that I should lay 
this Letter before the 
Council of Safety at 
their next meeiiug 
probably to morrow 
afternoon 



96 so. CA. HISTOEICAL AND GENEALOGICAL MAGAZINE. 

[20.] 

[henry LAUEENS to the COLONY TEBASUKEE8.] 

Getitlemeii 

Pay to Thomas Ilarman on express from Georgia 
Twelve pounds towards bearing his expenses — granted upon 
complaint that Georgia Money will not pass current in this 

province 

24* .February 1776 

To 

The Colony Treasurers 

[21.] 

[.JOHN .TOY'NEE TO HENEY LAUEENS.] 

Received 24*^ ffebry 1776 of Henry Laurens four Swiveled 
Guns for public service — By order of the Council of Safety — 

John Joyner 
Endorsed .- Cap* Joiners Eecpt 
for 4. Swiveld Guns 

[To be continued in the next number of this Magazine.'] 
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[return of the 2d regiment.] 

A General Eeturn of the Second South Carolina Regiment of foot Commanded by Colonel W"; 

Quarters of the Regt. February 10*]^ 1776. 
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Endorsed . Gen return of the 

2'i Regt of Foot— lOtJ^ 
Reed 19 ffebry. 1776 
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[eetcen of the 2d regiment.] 

h Carolina Keginient uf foot Commanded by Colonel W™ Moultrie At the JNew Barracks Head 
Quarters of the Regt. February 10*2^ 1776. 
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Capt?Motte \ on Command 
L* perronnean v at Sullivants 
L* (irev ) Island 



Capt? Peter B^ory i on Command 
L* Charnock >- on Sullivants 

) Island 



L* proveaux 
but Capt Hory is Sick at present in Town 
At the new Barraks this 10 february 1776 

A D'Ellient adjutant to y« 2^ Reg* 



Endorsed. Gen return of the 

24 Regt of Foot— lO'ii 
Reed 19 ffebry. 1776 



